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Introduction 

The primary aim of our national and local biodiversity policies is to bring nature back into recovery 

and leave it in a better state than that in which we inherited it. The focus is protection and 

enhancement at the landscape scale as well as developing healthy ecological networks by delivering 

strategic habitat creation developers, landowners, conservation charities and individuals will all be 

encouraged to play their part. The planning system has a central role in this, particularly regarding 

biodiversity strategies and the delivery of biodiversity net gain, but also through development control.  

The success of national plans will depend on the contributions of local communities toward achieving 

social, economic and environmental objectives and working to protect and enhance their local 

environment. Local level planning will be a key factor in determining whether the aims of national 

strategies are realised by identifying local priorities for nature conservation that should be considered 

during the planning process. Neighbourhood Planning provides an important opportunity for 

communities to participate in the planning system and shape their local environment for future 

generations. Identifying and evaluating local environmental opportunities and constraints at a 

neighbourhood level grants communities an informed position and enables them to better protect 

their valuable natural assets. 

Biodiversity Policy Overview 

The State of Nature Report  

Lƴ нлмо ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ bŀǘǳǊŜ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛǘǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ψ{ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ bŀǘǳǊŜ wŜǇƻǊǘΩ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ŀƛƳ ƻŦ 

ΨŘƛŀƎƴƻǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜΩΦ In successive updates, the UK was ranked amongst the most 

nature-depleted countries in the world, and many of the observed SoN measures suggested that the 

decline of nature has continued in the last decade; as of the latest report (2023), 1 in 6 species are 

now threatened with extinction.    

The 25 Year Environment Plan (25YEP) 

In 2018, as part of the DEFRA 25 Year Environment Plan, the government pledged to improve the 

environment within a generation, leaving it in a better condition than they inherited it in. A key goal 

of the plan is to achieve a growing and resilient network of land, water and sea that is richer in plants 

and wildlife through the creation of a Nature Recovery Network. The newest revision, the 

Environment Improvement Plan 2023, details how DEFRA will collaborate with landowners, 

communities and businesses to deliver their goals for improving the environment, halting the decline 

in our biodiversity, and allowing wildlife to thrive. These goals are set to be achieved through a number 

of mechanisms including the planning system (via the National Planning Policy Framework) and 

through the Environment Act (2021).  

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 

The NPPF, first published in 2012 and most recently updated in 2024, draws on the principles set out 

ŀōƻǾŜΦ ΨTo protect and enhance our natural, built and historic environmentΩ is one of the three core 

objectives in the revised NPPF 2024 (paragraph 8c). In the recent revisions of the NPPF there has been 

a shift in policies from Ψƴƻ ƴŜǘ ƭƻǎǎΩ to a Ψmeasurable net-gain in biodiversityΩ, referring to the use of a 

Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) metric to measure mandatory biodiversity gains. Alongside BNG is the 
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establishment of ecological networks at the local level, underpinned by the protection and 

enhancement of local biodiversity assets. Non-strategic local policies and strategic policy guidance 

related to ecological networks and biodiversity net-gain are enshrined in the NPPF (2024) paragraphs 

187-195. 

The Environment Act (2021) 

The Environment Act sets out a new environmental governance framework as the UK leaves the 

9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ¦ƴƛƻƴΩǎ environmental policy and legislative structures. The Act mandates new systems for 

target-setting, planning, monitoring and reporting with the aim of improving our natural environment. 

As with the shift toward biodiversity net-gain and ecological networks supported in the NPPF, the 

Environment Act includes the establishment of Biodiversity Net Gain, and the introduction of the Local 

Nature Recovery Strategies (LNRS). 

Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) 

BNG is a new framework mandated by the Environment Act (2021) aimed at providing funding and 

opportunities for nature recovery in England through the planning system. It requires developers to 

provide a 10% biodiversity net-gain - either onsite, offsite, or through statutory credits ς secured at 

the point planning permission is granted for new development. It is applicable to all developments 

applied for under the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 and to Nationally Significant Infrastructure 

Projects (likely from 2025).  

Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) 

Each LNRS is a regional or county-level strategy for nature recovery that consists of a statement of 

biodiversity principles as well as a map of nature recovery opportunity areas. For the area that it 

covers, the strategy will: (i) map the most valuable existing habitat for nature, (ii) map specific 

proposals for creating or improving habitat for nature and wider environmental goals, and (iii) agree 

ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘŜƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ bŀǘǳǊŜ 

Recovery Network (NRN). 

Local policy  

At a local level, ecological networks are enshrined in the existing Cheshire East Local Plan (July 2017) 

Policy SE 3 ς Biodiversity and Geodiversity. Local sites and assets identified at the neighbourhood 

planning level are also safeguarded under Policy SE3. Cheshire East Council (CEC) have also adopted a 

Site Allocations and Development Policies Document (SADPD, December 2022). Within the SADPD, 

ΨtƻƭƛŎȅ 9b± м ς 9ŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ bŜǘǿƻǊƪΩ ǎŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ 

the borough ǿƘƛƭŜ ΨtƻƭƛŎȅ 9b± н ς 9ŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ LƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΩ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ŀƴ 

overall net-gain for biodiversity. To supplement Policy ENV 2, CEC produced an Ecology and 

Biodiversity Net Gain Supplementary Planning Document (SPD, July 2024) to provide guidance on how 

to achieve Biodiversity Net-Gain from new development in Cheshire East. 
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Ecological Networks 

Lƴ нлмлΣ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ {ƛǊ WƻƘƴ [ŀǿǘƻƴ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ŀ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ 59Cw! ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ΨaŀƪƛƴƎ {ǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ bŀǘǳǊŜΥ ! 

ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ {ƛǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ 9ŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ bŜǘǿƻǊƪΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ 

our approach to wildlife conservation; shifting from trying to retain what we have to one of large-scale 

habitat restoration and recreation underpinned by the re-establishment of ecological processes and 

ecosystem services, for the benefits of both people and wildlife. The report identified that this vision 

will only be realised by working at local scales in partnership with local people.  

The natural environment is fundamental to well-being, health, and the economy, and provides us with 

a range of ecosystem services such as food, water, raw materials, flood defences, air quality and 

carbon sequestration. Biodiversity underpins most, if not all, of these ecosystem services. 

Anthropogenic pressures on the environment are likely to continue to increase, requiring us to 

manage these important natural resources in ways that deliver multiple benefits. This includes 

ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǊŜ Ŏŀrbon, improving floodwater management and supporting 

biodiversity.  

The provision of these ecosystem services and biodiversity have been declining significantly due to 

9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƳƛ-natural habitats having become increasingly fragmented and isolated. The 

ecological networks (Figure 1) put forward by Sir John Lawton have shaped the thinking around 

ΨbŀǘǳǊŜ wŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ bŜǘǿƻǊƪǎΩΦ bŀǘǳǊŜ wŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ bŜǘǿƻǊƪǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ǿƛŘŜƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ 

way to conserve wildlife in environments that have been fragmented by human activities and bring 

nature back into recovery. 

 
Figure 1. The components of ecological networks (Making Space for Nature report) 
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Ecological Networks / Nature Recovery Networks in policy 

As discussed, the principles of establishing coherent ecological networks are now embedded within 

many planning and policy documents. The NPPF (2024), includes specific guidance on conserving, 

restoring and enhancing ecological networks including: 

¶ Paragraph 187 - Planning policies and decisions should contribute to and enhance the natural 

and local environment by: 

a) Protecting and enhancing valued landscapes, sites of biodiversity or geological value 

and soils (in a manner commensurate with their statutory status or identified quality 

in the development plan); 

b) Recognising the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside, and the wider 

benefits from natural capital and ecosystem services ς including the economic and 

other benefits of the best and most versatile agricultural land, and of trees and 

woodland;  

c) Maintaining the character of the undeveloped coast, while improving public access to 

it where appropriate;  

d) Minimising impacts on and providing net gains for biodiversity, including by 

establishing coherent ecological networks that are more resilient to current and 

future pressures and incorporating features which support priority or threatened 

species such as swifts, bats and hedgehogs; 

e) Preventing new and existing development from contributing to, being put at 

unacceptable risk from, or being adversely affected by, unacceptable levels of soil, air, 

water or noise pollution or land instability. Development should, wherever possible, 

help to improve local environmental conditions such as air and water quality, taking 

into account relevant information such as river basin management plans; and 

f) Remediating and mitigating despoiled, degraded, derelict, contaminated and 

unstable land, where appropriate. 

¶ Paragraph 188 - Plans should: distinguish between the hierarchy of international, national and 

locally designated sites; allocate land with the least environmental or amenity value, where 

consistent with other policies in this Framework; take a strategic approach to maintaining and 

enhancing networks of habitats and green infrastructure; and plan for the enhancement of 

natural capital at a catchment or landscape scale across local authority boundaries. 

¶ Paragraph 192 - To protect and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity, plans should: 

a) Identify, map and safeguard components of local wildlife-rich habitats and wider 

ecological networks, including the hierarchy of international, national and locally 

designated sites of importance for biodiversity; wildlife corridors and stepping stones 

that connect them; and areas identified by national and local partnerships for habitat 

management, enhancement, restoration or creation; and 

b) Promote the conservation, restoration and enhancement of priority habitats, 

ecological networks and the protection and recovery of priority species; and identify 

and pursue opportunities for securing measurable net gains for biodiversity. 
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Objectives of the Study 

In order to protect and enhance the natural environment it is important to first identify the natural 

assets that exist within a neighbourhood. This report aims to identify the core, high and medium 

ecological value sites for nature conservation within the Weston and Crewe Green Neighbourhood 

Planning (NP) area. High value sites are recommended for protection through the neighbourhood 

planning process and medium value sites could be considered as biodiversity opportunity areas 

subject to further evaluation. Medium and high value sites should also act as an alert in the planning 

system, triggering full evaluation and assessment, should they be proposed for future development. 

The report also aims to identify the main local and regional ecological networks within the NP area 

and recommends these are safeguarded within the neighbourhood plan. Additionally, it identifies key 

features associated with the landscape character of the Weston and Crewe Green area so they can be 

referenced in neighbourhood planning policies. 
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Weston and Crewe GreenΩǎ Landscape Character Assessment 

At a national level, Weston and Crewe Green parish lies within National Character Area (NCA) 61 ς 

Shropshire, Cheshire and Staffordshire Plain; a largely pastoral area of rolling plain which is important 

for food production. Especially important is dairy farming which is well suited to the damp lush 

pastures that are found on the glacial till clay soils.  

More locally, CEC produced a Landscape Strategy in 2018 which incorporates 14 Landscape Character 

Types (LCTs). Different aspects such as geology, landform, soils, vegetation and land use have been 

used to identify recognisable patterns that have then been categorised into different LCTs. This 

Landscape Strategy is intended to be used as a basis for planning and the creation of future landscape 

strategies as well as raising public awareness of landscape character and creating a sense of place.  

The Landscape Character Assessment for Cheshire East (Map 1) identifies two LCTs within the Weston 

and Crewe Green Neighbourhood Planning area. The vast majority of Weston and Crewe Green falls 

ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨLower Wooded FarmlandΩ [/¢Σ ǿƛǘƘ a ǎƳŀƭƭ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨCheshire 

tƭŀƛƴ 9ŀǎǘΩ LCT. Each LCT is subdivided into smaller Landscape Character Areas (LCAs), the details of 

which are given below. 
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Map 1 ς Cheshire East Landscape Character Typology 2018 
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LCT 7: Lower Wooded Farmland 

General Description 

This character type covers a large area extending from High Leigh and Arley in the north, east to 

Poynton and Congleton and as far south as Audlem. This gently rolling landscape type has many 

similarities with the Cheshire plain, yet it has a greater concentration of woodland and a slightly 

higher settlement density. Land use is a mix of arable and pasture and the landscape is very rural. 

The overall strategy for this landscape is to conserve the woodland and trees which give the 

landscape its wooded character, and to protect the valued semi-natural habitats, heritage features, 

and the rural character which has been lost in some places due to suburbanisation and the presence 

of major transport corridors. 

LCA 7f: Barthomley Character Area 

This gently undulating character area is located south of Sandbach and runs as far west as Nantwich 

and east as far as Alsager. The area is heavily influenced by its close proximity to Crewe and the 

development of this railway town, in particular the rapid expansion that it underwent in the 20th 

century. The communications network has had a massive impact on the character of this area, with 

major highways such as the A500 and M6 traversing the area, as well as the railway network.  

There is a concentration of woodland at Crewe Hall (listed Grade I) in the park and garden (listed on 

the English Heritage register as Grade II), comprised of a mixture of broadleaved and conifer species. 

Woodland cover is limited elsewhere in the area, although some tree-lined watercourses are present 

such as Englesea Brook, and there are two small areas of ancient woodland (Deans Rough and Riders 

Wood). There are also mosslands in the area, including Henbury Lee and Monneley Mere. 

LCT 4: Cheshire Plain East 

General Description 

This large expanse of flat and very slightly undulating land comprises a large proportion of the 

Cheshire East landscape. Woodland cover is low, with small coverts scattered intermittently across 

the area, however numerous hedgerow trees create the perception of a well-treed landscape. It is a 

working, farmed landscape with field patterns comprising a mix of medieval enclosure and post 

medieval improvement bound by hedgerows with mature trees. The settlement pattern is 

predominantly low-density villages and dispersed farms, with influences from adjacent urban areas. 

LCA 4d: Wimboldsley Character Area 

The large urban centres of Northwich, Middlewich, Sandbach and Winsford dominate this character 

area, which extends from Northwich south as far as Crewe. This is a predominantly flat landscape 

with relatively few hedgerow trees or dominant hedgerows. This combines with the low woodland 

cover typical of the type to create an open landscape with long views in all directions to a distant 

skyline, with the Pennine Hills visible to the east and the Sandstone Ridge to the west. 
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Natural Area  

Natural Areas as defined by English Nature (now Natural England) in 1996 are a series of 

biogeographical units reflecting ecological integrity, land-form, land-use and cultural influences. Their 

boundaries usually correspond to those of the Landscape Character Areas although they normally 

encompass multiple LCAs as they are generally larger. 

Weston and Crewe Green, along with most of Cheshire, the northern half of Shropshire and part of 

northwest Staffordshire sit within the Meres and Mosses Natural Area. This is an expansive area of 

gently rolling agricultural plain which at the end of the last ice age was largely underwater. Although 

the vast area of water eventually drained away it left behind a wetland landscape of meres, mosses, 

meandering rivers and ponds. This landscape is recognised as being of international importance for its 

wetland wildlife.  
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National and Regional Ecological Network  

Habitat Network Mapping  

Natural EnglandΩǎ ΨNature Networks HandbookΩ is an integrated framework for creating ecological 

networks for wildlife and people. It aims to provide practical recommendations that support the 

delivery of the Biodiversity 2020 Strategy, the Natural England Conservation Strategy (C21) & the 

DEFRA 25YEP. The National Habitat Network Mapping Project is a spatial tool developed as part of the 

Handbook. It provides a national overview of the distribution of habitat networks for the following 19 

separate priority habitats: 

¶ Upland calcareous grassland 

¶ Lowland calcareous grassland 

¶ Reed-beds 

¶ Lowland meadows 

¶ Upland hay meadows 

¶ Purple moor-grass and rush pastures 

¶ Lowland dry acid grassland 

¶ Lowland heathland 

¶ Upland heathland 

¶ Upland flushes fens & swamps 

¶ Lowland fens 

¶ Lowland raised bog 

¶ Blanket bog 

¶ Limestone pavements 

¶ Coastal sand-dunes 

¶ Coastal shingle 

¶ Maritime cliff & slope 

¶ Saltmarsh 

¶ Semi-natural Ancient Woodland 

The Key components of the National Habitat Network map are: 

¶ Primary Habitat ς Existing patches of priority habitat for each habitat network e.g. lowland 

heathland; 

¶ Associated Habitats ς Other habitat types that form a mosaic or an ecologically coherent 

grouping; 

¶ Habitat Created-Restored ς Habitat where restoration or creation of new habitat is 

underway; 

¶ Restorable Habitat ς Habitats that are currently degraded but have the potential to be 

restored; 

¶ Network Enhancement Zones ς These are areas that should be prioritised for actions to buffer 

priority habitat/habitat networks; 

¶ Fragmentation Action Zone ς Smaller fragmented areas of habitat that have the potential to 

be enlarged or joined with other habitat patches, and; 

¶ Potential Network Joins - Potential locations for action to create network links. 

The maps are intended for use at a national level and to feed into the development of ecological 

networks at a local level. They should be used in conjunction with other data sets and local knowledge 

to help improve the ecological resilience of habitats and habitat networks. The National Habitat 

Network in the vicinity of Weston and Crewe Green is shown in Map 2. 

In March 2025 Natural England are due to roll out Local Nature Recovery Strategies which, once 

ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘΣ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ bŀǘǳǊŜ wŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ bŜǘǿƻǊƪΦ ¦ƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜƴΣ ǘƘŜ ΨbŀǘǳǊŜ bŜǘǿƻǊƪǎ 

IŀƴŘōƻƻƪΩ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ƳŜǘƘƻŘƻƭƻƎȅ ŀǘ ǎŎŀƭŜǎ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ   
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Map 2 ς National Habitat Network 
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National Habitat Network Mapping has highlighted an area of lowland fen Primary and Restorable 

Habitat in the NP area, adjacent to Crewe Hall. Two further networks occur in close proximity to the 

parish boundary, to the south-west and north-east. These Primary and Restorable Habitats are 

buffered by Network Enhancement Zones and Fragmentation Action Zones; where opportunities to 

enhance the habitat network should be prioritised. This could be through the restoration of degraded 

habitat or through the expansion of existing habitat. 

Ecological Network for Cheshire East 2022 

As part of the Cheshire East Site Allocations and Development Policies Document (SADPD, December 

2022), which contains detailed policies to protect and enhance the natural environment, a map of 

the ecological network within the borough has been produced (Figure 2). The ecological network is 

associated with SADPD Policy ENV 1 and incorporates existing protected sites and priority habitats 

and identifies areas to restore and buffer the network. CEC aims for the ecological network to assist 

in the provision of nature conservation and ecosystem services that are essential for sustainable 

development, including water management, carbon capture and access to nature. The policy does 

not seek to stifle or preclude development, but to deliver benefits for biodiversity from 

development, thereby securing ecological enhancement in the borough.  

 
Figure 2. Ecological Network for Cheshire East 2022 
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In line with the existing Local Plan (Part One), new development will be expected to protect, conserve, 

restore and enhance the components of the ecological network for the borough. The existing 

designated sites (statutory and non-statutory) and priority habitats are essential components of the 

network and need to be protected and conserved. The purpose of the SADPD Policy ENV 1 (Ecological 

Network for Cheshire East; Figure 2) is to ensure that development proposals should:  

¶ Increase the size, quality or quantity of priority habitat within core areas, corridors or stepping 

stones;   

¶ Within corridors and stepping stones, improve the connectivity of habitats for the movement 

of mobile species;   

¶ In restoration areas, improve the structural connectivity, resilience and function of the 

network;   

¶ In buffer zones within core areas and around protected meres and mosses, minimise adverse 

impacts from pollution and disturbance.  

Additionally, areas of ecological value may be designated within neighbourhood plans and where 

relevant, policies for them within neighbourhood plans will also be applied when considering planning 

applications that might affect them. As specified in the Ecology and Biodiversity Net Gain 

Supplementary Planning Document (SPD, July 2024); the Ecological Network Map associated with 

Policy ENV 1 should also be used to inform the strategic significance of habitat creation when 

delivering biodiversity net-gain using the DEFRA metric.  

Outside the planning system the ecological network is intended to inform land management, 

investment decisions and priorities such as agri-environment schemes, river catchment partnership 

plans and NGO (non-government organisation) landscape scale initiatives. The Cheshire East 

Ecological Networks identify broad networks for the whole borough, whereas the wildlife corridors 

identified in this report (Map 10) are more specific to ecological networks that are important for 

conserving and enhancing biodiversity at a local scale.  
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Local Habitat Distinctiveness and Wildlife Corridor Network 

Methodology 

The local ecological network mapping relates directly to habitat distinctiveness; the principal 

component of biodiversity quality used by DEFRA to determine biodiversity net-gain. Habitat 

distinctiveness is based on an assessment of the distinguishing features of a habitat or linear feature, 

including the consideration of species richness, rarity (at local, regional, national and international 

scales), and the degree to which a habitat supports species rarely found in other habitats. The 

distinctiveness band of each habitat is preassigned by DEFRA and the bands are based upon the UK 

habitat classification system. A combination of simple rules and expert judgement have been used to 

assign each habitat type to the appropriate distinctiveness band. While DEFRA uses five bands of 

distinctiveness (very high, high, medium, low and very low), for the purposes of this exercise the very 

high and high distinctiveness bands have been merged to leave only four bands. 

Habitat data from the sources listed below was attributed to one of the four distinctiveness categories 

listed in Table 1 below: 

Table 1. Habitat type bands (Defra July 2019) 

Habitat 

Type Band 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Broad Habitat Type  Colour 

on Map 

Very high or 

high 

ecological 

value 

Very High or 

high 

¶ Designated nature conservation sites (statutory 

and non-statutory); 

¶ Endangered or Critical European red List habitats; 

¶ Priority habitat (with the exception of arable field 

margins) as defined in Section 41 of the NERC 

(Natural Environment Council) Act, and; 

¶ ΨwŀǊŜΩ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ 

unprotected by designation. 

Red 

Medium 

ecological 

value 

Medium ¶ Arable field margin priority habitat;  

¶ Non-priority habitats with significant wildlife 

benefit;  

¶ Semi-natural habitats and habitats with the 

potential to be restored to priority quality, and; 

¶ Field ponds. 

Orange 

Low 

ecological 

value 

Low Agricultural and Urban land use of lower biodiversity 

value but may still form an important part of local 

ecological network 

n/a 

Very low 

ecological 

value 

Very Low Urban land use with artificial structures which are un-

vegetated, sealed/unsealed surface or built linear 

features of very low biodiversity value. 

n/a 
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Data sources used to produce the habitat distinctiveness maps included: 

1. Several licensed and open data sets: 

a. Priority Habitat Inventory (PHI) ς Natural England 2019 (last updated 20 October 

2020) ς High and medium confidence habitats (as defined on the PHI by NE) were 

classified as high distinctiveness. Low confidence habitats were classified as medium 

distinctiveness unless other supporting data was available.  

b. Land Cover Map (LCM2019) ς Centre for Ecology and Hydrology 2019. Priority habitats 

(principal importance) and semi-natural habitats classified as medium distinctiveness 

(data included in Appendix 1). 

c. Agricultural Land Classification (ALC) ς Natural England 2017 (last updated 19 

February 2019) ς Grade 4 classified as medium distinctiveness, Grade 5 classified as 

high distinctiveness (adjusted where other supporting data was available).  

d. Designated Sites of Nature Conservation (including International Sites, Sites of Special 

Scientific Interest, Local Wildlife Sites/Sites of Biological Importance and Local Nature 

Reserves) ς Natural England and CWT/CE Local Authority. All were classified as high 

distinctiveness. 

e. Ancient woodlands ς Natural England 2019 (last updated 20 November 2022) ς 

classified as high distinctiveness. 

f. Meres and mosses and other peat soils ς Meres and Mosses Landscape Partnership 

scheme 2016 ς Functional Ecological Units, river valley peat and destroyed (historical) 

peat classified as medium distinctiveness (supporting information included in 

Appendix 2). 

g. Cheshire Tithe Maps Online ς Using maps from Cheshire Archives looking for 

woodlands that could be potential Ancient Woodlands due to presence over a long 

ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ ōǳǘ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘΦ /ƭŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǎ ƳŜŘƛǳƳ 

distinctiveness. 

2. Open source aerial imagery (Microsoft Bing TM Imagery and Google Earth) was used to validate 

and review the habitats by eye.  

3. The Weston and Crewe Green [ŀƴŘ /ƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

Habitat Network categories were mapped and the results were used to inform the 

conclusions. 

4. Information from recent planning applications in Weston and Crewe Green were researched 

and species records have been incorporated where appropriate. Ecological records were also 

obtained (where available) from, the National Biodiversity Network (NBN) Atlas and the 

²ƻƻŘƭŀƴŘ ¢ǊǳǎǘΩǎ !ƴŎƛŜƴǘ ¢ǊŜŜ LƴǾŜƴǘƻǊy (accessed 11/2024). 

Maps 

The suite of maps produced during the local ecological network mapping exercise are included 

below. 
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Map 3 ς Terrestrial Habitats of Principal Importance 
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Map 4 ς Land Cover 
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Map 5 ς Agricultural Land Classification 
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Map 6 ς Designated Sites of Nature Conservation 
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Map 7 ς Ancient Woodland and Traditional Orchards 
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Map 8 ς Meres, Mosses and Other Peat Soils 
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Map 9 ς Habitat Distinctiveness  
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Map 10 ς Wildlife Corridor Network 

  




































