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Representation to the Cheshire East New Local Plan — scoping consultation
Trading address:  Edgeley Lodge Farm, Long Lane, Haughton, Tarporley, Cheshire CW6 9RG
Submitted to:  Strategic Planning Team, Cheshire East Council — localplan@cheshireeast.gov.uk
Date:  28 August 2026
1   The business
Danelander Limited operates from Edgeley Lodge Farm, Long Lane, Haughton, and has traded from these premises continuously. The company’s activity is the supply, assembly, development and export of machinery. Machines arrive crated and require assembly on site; the company also develops and tests machinery for the United Kingdom market, and sells and exports the resulting range. A parts and counter trade is run alongside it, serving customers across the surrounding area.
The company is a machinery business. Its customers include agricultural, land management and environmental organisations, but the activity carried on at Edgeley Lodge Farm is the assembly, development, sale and export of manufactured goods.
The company declares that its premises are at Edgeley Lodge Farm and that its directors and shareholders own land in Haughton. It promotes no site through this representation.
2   Rural businesses need premises, and premises are not interchangeable
The company asks that the plan recognise a category of business that is neither agricultural nor urban: enterprises whose customers, products and operating requirements are tied to the countryside, and which need floorspace, yard area, hardstanding and vehicular access that a town industrial estate does not readily supply and cannot supply at a workable cost.
Sustainability tests framed around urban accessibility should not be applied mechanically to such businesses. Relocating this kind of operation to a location chosen for its public transport does not reduce its journeys; it lengthens them, because the customers remain where they are.
3   Reuse should not automatically mean loss of employment
The company supports the conversion and reuse of existing rural buildings, which is generally a better use of land than expansion onto open fields. It asks, however, that reuse policy be drafted so that it does not assume residential conversion as the only outcome.
Where an existing building is in employment use, the plan should require the appraisal to identify what employment floorspace would be lost, and whether it can be retained on site or relocated within the locality. Otherwise a policy intended to protect the countryside will steadily remove the premises that rural enterprise depends on.
One parcel under consideration — Moss Farm — appears to contain an existing group of buildings within its boundary rather than adjoining it. The company asks that it be appraised as an existing built site, including the question of what use is presently carried on there.
4   Housing and the workforce
The absence of attainable local housing is an economic constraint on this business. Recruitment reaches progressively further out, journeys lengthen, and the company carries the cost in reliability and mileage.
The company therefore supports smaller housing sites, appropriate infill and the reuse of existing buildings, which can deliver smaller and more attainable units within the existing form of the village. It notes that Haughton has no housing in the lowest council tax bands.
The company understands that the larger dwelling figures attached to the Haughton parcels are the product of the Council’s standard capacity assumption applied during scoping, rather than schemes proposed by the landowner’s agent. It asks that this be stated explicitly in the evidence base, so that a modelling convention is not treated as a development proposal.
5   Existing operations and new housing
Where housing is allocated next to an established operating business, the plan should apply the agent of change principle expressly. The party introducing a new sensitive use should carry responsibility for the mitigation its own proposal requires, and an existing lawful operation should not be constrained retrospectively by development permitted around it. This is a general policy request and the company asks that it be addressed in the plan’s employment and amenity policies.
6   Long Lane
Long Lane carries this company’s vehicle movements alongside agricultural traffic, pedestrians and school transport, on a road with restricted visibility at several bends and no continuous footway. The company asks that a cumulative highways and drainage assessment be published before site selection, covering all parcels together, all existing and proposed accesses, and the delivery mechanism and funding for any works identified.
7   Outcomes requested
1. Recognise rural enterprise as a distinct category with distinct premises requirements, and do not apply urban accessibility tests mechanically to it.
1. Require reuse appraisals to identify employment floorspace that would be lost, and whether it can be retained or relocated.
1. Appraise Moss Farm as an existing built site, including its current use.
1. Support smaller and attainable housing through small sites, infill and conversion.
1. State explicitly that the Haughton dwelling figures are modelled capacities.
1. Apply the agent of change principle where housing is proposed adjoining established operations.
1. Publish a cumulative Long Lane highways and drainage assessment before site selection.

The company asks that this document be registered in full as its separate representation, that receipt and the allocated reference be confirmed, and that it be notified of the later statutory stages.
Yours faithfully
……………………………………
Director, for and on behalf of Danelander Limited

Danelander Limited  ·  Registered in England and Wales, company number 06950005
Trading address: Edgeley Lodge Farm, Long Lane, Haughton, Tarporley, Cheshire CW6 9RG
OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

image1.jpg
MsDanelander®

http//www.danelander.co.uk

THE UK'S LEADING NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL TRACTOR TRADE SUPPLIER





