By email only to: localplan@cheshireast.gov.uk
 Cheshire East Council (Strategic Planning Team), 
Delamere House, 
Delamere Street, 
Crewe 
CW1 2LL.
31st August 2026

Dear Planning Policy Team,

RE: Cheshire East Council Scoping Consultation 
It is noted that a Call for Sites submission has been promoted on land off Congleton Road. Whilst the suitability of any site will need to be assessed through the Local Plan process, the Council should carefully consider whether Gawsworth is an appropriate location for further growth. As a village wholly washed over by the Green Belt, and one that has a limited range of services and facilities, there are legitimate concerns as to whether additional development would represent the most sustainable option when compared with other locations across the Borough.
Any consideration of development in Gawsworth should be accompanied by a thorough assessment of the likely effects on the local community. In particular, the Council should carefully examine the impact that additional housing could have on local roads, traffic levels and highway safety. Residents already experience the effects of traffic using the village's rural road network, and further development has the potential to increase pressure on routes that are limited in their capacity to accommodate additional vehicle movements.
The Council should also be satisfied that local services and infrastructure are capable of supporting any increase in population and that development would not place undue strain on existing facilities. Equally important is ensuring that the character of the village and the amenity enjoyed by existing residents are protected.
Should this site, or any other site within Gawsworth, be taken forward through the plan-making process, it must be demonstrated that development would not give rise to unacceptable impacts. Particular regard should be given to traffic generation, highway safety, accessibility and the cumulative effects of development on those already living in the village. In the absence of robust evidence showing that such impacts can be satisfactorily addressed, the Council should exercise caution in identifying Gawsworth as a location for future growth.
Given the significant Green Belt constraints affecting the village, together with concerns regarding infrastructure capacity and traffic impacts, Gawsworth should not form a significant component of the Borough's growth strategy. Instead, growth should be directed towards locations that are better equipped to accommodate development whilst ensuring that the quality of life of existing residents is not adversely affected.

David and Lisa Marchington

