

CHESHIRE EAST COUNCIL LOCAL PLAN SCOPING CONSULTATION


The parish of Haughton, based in rural Cheshire amongst rolling farmland, is variably described as a village, a hamlet or a settlement. Its designation with Cheshire East Council is not clear and it is not listed amongst the list of 35 Infill villages or the 117 settlements. The Cheshire East Parish Councils and Meetings 2023 Boundary Open Data site shows a plan of Haughton that seems to tally with the road signage but some houses at the Burland end of Long Lane before the Hall Lane turn give their address as Haughton although they are clearly in Spurstow on the map (eg The Dial House).

There is one through road (Long Lane) and two other roads coming off this road (Hall Lane and, with a dog-leg, Ferret Oak Lane) which are single track with passing places. There are about 70 dwellings (depending on where you draw the boundary line) of various shapes and sizes which front along these roads in a ribbon development with open farmland behind and between. There are less than 200 residents. There is no shop, no meeting place, no church and no school. There is no public transport. The one public house (The Nag’s Head) is currently moth-balled, and its bowling green has fallen out of use.
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The main industry in Haughton is cattle farming, principally dairy farming although several smaller farms also raise cattle for beef. Two large dairy farms have Haughton as their address and use the surrounding farmland for growing silage.  Farming provides a major source of local employment. The land is rich and fertile although there is a designated wetland (Haughton Moss) around the area where the three roads come together near the appropriately named Moss Farm. The parish field is a registered Local Wildlife site, and the mud track connecting Ferret Oak Lane to Long Lane still had soft mud on the 25th August 2026 after two months of drought. 

There is limited housing for farm workers and some (mainly itinerant) are accommodated in mobile homes and caravans. Some farm buildings have been developed into residential housing. There is a range of tenanted dwellings but council houses at the top of Hall Lane, near the Moss, were privatised some years ago and have been extended.  There is a lack of affordable housing in Haughton for first-time buyers. There are 10 Grade 2 listed developments in Haughton including Haughton Hall and the 17th century public house. 

Infrastructure is as expected in an open countryside development. Houses are on septic tank drainage, power is supplied (largely) by overhead cables and internet connections are variable. A number of houses have adopted Starlink connections because of poor landline download speeds as the fibre does not go to the house. There is frequent movement of large farm vehicles along the roads and some of these vehicles can occupy more than a single lane. There are blind corners on Long Lane, which is unlit at night and ungritted during the winter. Both Long Lane and Hall Lane are subject to surface water flooding with drains blocked by the mud deposited on the roads. There is a loss of road surface on Hall Lane (by Yew Tree Farm) for about 60 feet which has been filled by MOT aggregate. There is a stream flowing across Long Lane for most of the winter south of Oak Farm and that can provide an ice hazard.  

We offer this information as a guide to planning.
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